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Media Release 

 

THURSDAY 16 MAY 2024  

RACV FINDS TAILGATING AS TOP ROAD RAGE 

BEHAVIOUR IN VICTORIA  

Following a poll asking Victorians what type of road rage behaviour they see most, RACV is reminding 

Victorian motorists to refrain from, and remain aware of dangerous road behaviours.   

Results from the more than 4,400 respondents to the poll showed that 38 per cent saw or experienced 

tailgating, followed by aggressive driving, abusive behaviour and excessive use of the horn.   

Road rage can include dangerous driving or abusive behaviour targeted at other motorists, and the 

impacts can be fatal if a collision were to occur.  

RACV’s Head of Policy James Williams said tailgating is more dangerous than what motorists might 

expect.    

“Tailgating is a reckless behaviour and in a split second an incident could cause the front driver to brake 

suddenly, resulting in a potentially significant crash between the tailgater and driver in front,” Mr Williams 

said.   

“Additionally, extreme tailgating behaviour can divert the front driver’s concentration and impact their 

driving confidence, resulting in collisions or unsafe driving speeds.”  

Motorists should be aware that in Victoria, tailgating is illegal. Failing to drive a safe distance behind a 

vehicle, or tailgating, can see offenders fined up to $248 and one demerit point.  

“It’s just not worth the risk to tailgate. Always provide a safe enough distance from the car in front of you.   

"That safe distance is dependent on factors including speed limits, road infrastructure and weather 

conditions, however a rule of thumb is to keep at least a two-second gap between you and the car in 

front,” Mr Williams said.   

RACV provides the following suggestions for motorists who experience road rage: 

• Stay calm and maintain a safe speed. Don't accelerate to increase the distance between you and the 

tailgater. 

• Prioritise safety and focus on the road ahead. Don’t let yourself become distracted by other 

occurrences inside the car.  
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• Change lanes (if on a highway or freeway) or allow the tailgater to pass when safe. 

• When safe to do so, report the incident to the police, noting the car’s make, model and registration 

number, if captured, as well as the area it occurred.  

For more information on road safety visit the RACV website.  

-ENDS- 

Further information   

High-res images are available for use, please email the RACV media team.  

Since 1903, RACV has been one of Australia’s most trusted brands and is the largest member 

organisation in Victoria. 

RACV is proud to provide exceptional experiences for our members and customers through a range of 

products and services across motoring and mobility, home, energy and leisure. These include emergency 

roadside assistance, motor insurance, home insurance, home trades and an increasing range of options 

in the cleaner energy space, such as RACV Solar. We have 10 clubs and resorts across Australia and 

offer a range of domestic and international holiday packages, tours and cruises from our trusted travel 

partners. 

The information provided is general advice only. Before making any decisions please consider your own 

circumstances and the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations. For copies, visit 

racv.com.au. As distributor, RACV Insurance Services Pty Ltd AFS Licence No. 230039 receives commission for 

each policy sold or renewed. Products issued by Insurance Manufacturers of Australia Pty Ltd ABN 93 004 208 084 

AFS Licence No. 227678. 

RACV Trades is a trading name of RACV's trade partner, Club Home Response Pty Ltd (Victorian registered 

domestic building practitioner number CDB U 100178). All works are performed or arranged by Club Home 

Response Pty Ltd. trading as RACV Trades. 
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https://www.racv.com.au/on-the-road/driving-maintenance/road-safety/road-rules.html
https://www.racv.com.au/

