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WEDNESDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2023 

RACV ENCOURAGES VICTORIAN MOTORISTS TO BE 
MINDFUL OF TAILGATING 

 

RACV is calling on Victorian motorists to be aware of how close they’re driving to the vehicle in front of 

them, with Victoria Police figures showing over 10,000 fines for tailgating have been handed out to 

motorists over the last five years.  

In Victoria, tailgating, or ‘failing to drive a sufficient distance behind a vehicle,’ can see offenders receive 

a fine of up to $248 and lose a demerit point. A total of 2108 infringements for this dangerous practice 

were given to drivers in Victoria in 2022, up five per cent from 2001 infringements in 2021. 

RACV Policy Lead Safety Sam Lynch said motorists need to consider the safety risks around tailgating, 

with most underestimating the distance needed to stop their vehicles.  

“Keeping a safe distance from the vehicle in front of you isn’t just a safe driving technique, it’s required by 

law, although a “sufficient distance” can change depending on the road conditions and circumstance, it is 

recommended to keep at least a two-second gap between your vehicle and the vehicle in front,” said Mr 

Lynch. 

“To calculate the two-second gap, pick a fixed object on the side of the road and as the vehicle in front of 

you passes it, start counting. If the front of your car reaches that object before you get to two, you’re 

travelling too close. Slow down and increase the distance between the vehicles. 

“If you’re driving in low visibility conditions, if it’s wet or foggy, at night, if you’re tired, towing a caravan or 

driving a heavy vehicle, that gap should be extended to at least four seconds. 

“The bigger the gap between the two vehicles, the more time you have to break or react to avoid a 

serious collision.” 

Mr Lynch also said that 41 per cent of RACV motor collision claims were due to rear-end collisions, which 

could be due to a variety of reasons including tailgating, the front driver not breaking in time or the rear 

driver accidentally pressing on the accelerator. 

“In addition to the obvious safety reasons, motorists should also remember that in the event of a collision, 

it is often the motorist who runs into the back of another vehicle that is at fault from an insurance 

perspective,” Mr Lynch said.  

“The at fault driver may be required to pay the excess on the policy, which will depend on what the 

policyholder has chosen.”  
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Mr Lynch also pointed out the aggressive and intimidating nature of tailgate driving, and what motorists 

should do when they encounter it. 

“Being tailgated can be intimidating and can divert the concentration of a motorist, resulting in collisions 

or leading to unsafe driving speeds,” My Lynch said. 

“While some drivers may be tempted to box the tailgater in and even tap on your brakes to send a 

message, it’s simply never worth the risk to put yourself in harm’s way.  

“RACV recommends that if you’re being tailgated or you’re uncomfortable with the proximity of the vehicle 

behind you, stay calm, maintain a safe speed, prioritise safety, focus on the road ahead and move over 

or let them pass when it’s safe to do so.” 

For more information on road rules in Victoria, visit the RACV website. 

-ENDS-  

Further information   

Since 1903, RACV has been one of Australia’s most trusted brands and is the largest member 

organisation in Victoria. 

RACV is proud to provide exceptional experiences for our Members and customers through a range of 

products and services across motoring and mobility, home, energy and leisure. These include 

Emergency Roadside Assistance, Motor Insurance, Home Insurance, Home Trades and an increasing 

range of options in the cleaner energy space, such as RACV Solar. We have nine resorts across 

Australia and a range of domestic and international holiday packages, tours and cruises from our trusted 

travel partners. 

RACV Trades is a trading name of RACV's trade partner, Club Home Response Pty Ltd. All works are 

performed or arranged by Club Home Response Pty Ltd. trading as RACV Trades. 

RACV Motor and Home Insurances issued by Insurance Manufacturers of Australia Pty Ltd ABN 93 004 

208 084 AFS Licence No. 227678. Before making any decisions please consider the Product Disclosure 

Statement and Target Market Determinations. For copies, visit racv.com.au. As distributor, RACV 

Insurance Services Pty Ltd AFS Licence No. 230039 receives commission for each policy sold or 

renewed. 
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