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Le Petit Gâteau’s delectable hot cross 
buns are just one of the fabulous 
reasons to visit the Club this Easter and 
school holidays. 
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CA L L O R E M A I L U S

C I T Y C LU B  
03 9944 8888  
club@racv.com.au

H E A L E SV I L L E  
C O U N T RY C LU B  
03 5962 4899 
healesville@racv.com.au

L I K E U S O N FAC E B O O K  
facebook.com.au/RACVClub

FO L LOW U S O N I N S TAG R A M  
instagram.com/racvclub

P R O D U CT I O N E D I TO R  
BL ANCHE CL ARK

G R A P H I C D E S I G N 
K ATIE R IEKERT

S TAY C O N N E CT E D
 
For membership enquiries  
or to update your details:
 
P H :  1300 501 501   
racv.com.au/club 
clubmembership@racv.com.au
 
O N L I N E AC C O U N T
racv.com.au/login

E V E N T L I S T I N G S 
racv.com.au/club-whats-on

Cit y Club’s Shared 
Workspace of fers a variet y 

of spaces to hide away for a 
few hour ’s work .  To access the 
Shared Workspace, you can 
either pay $50 for a casual 
v is i t ;  jo in a new membership 
option that includes access , 
or buy a Club upgrade. For 
more information ,  email 
c lubmembership@racv.com.au  
or cal l  1300 501 501 .

mailto:club%40racv.com.au?subject=
mailto:healesville%40racv.com.au?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/racv
https://www.instagram.com/racvofficial/
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club.html
mailto:clubmembership%40racv.com.au?subject=
https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club/whats-on.html?cmpid=club:highlights:whats-on:edm:page-3
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R O B E V E R E T T   RACV Club General Manager 

March has been an exciting month for the RACV Club, with events and celebrations energising our 
City and Healesville properties, especially with the Melbourne Grand Prix. 

One standout moment was the Healesville Picnic Races, where the famous ‘Golden Thong’ was won again. 
Our marquee was full, and it was fantastic to see so many Club members enjoying the event. The action continued 

with another fantastic President’s Cup golf event - congratulations to all the winners!

The Club Mentoring Program has kicked off for 2025 with two new and well-subscribed groups, our biggest intake yet! 
With such phenomenal interest, we will be adding an extra mid-year intake with more details coming soon. 

The AFL season is in full swing, and our suites at the MCG and Marvel Stadium are being well-utilised by members. 
These premium spaces offer an unbeatable way to enjoy the footy. Additionally, our Rod Laver Arena suite has offered 
members a fabulous way to see incredible concerts already in 2025. See page 19 for upcoming events.

I’d also like to announce the launch later this month of our Priority Pass, which gives Club members early access to 
premium events and unique experiences. Look out for the official launch in your weekly digital mail. As a friendly 
reminder, remember to opt ‘yes’ to marketing consent for first pick at these world-class events. 

Looking ahead, the Easter and Anzac Day period is perfect for a getaway at our Healesville and Resort properties, with 
exciting kids’ activities and a fully decked-out Games Room in the City Club’s Tarrant Room over the school holidays.

One of the most-anticipated culinary events is on 11 April - the annual Four Chef Showdown at City Club. A night of 
exceptional dining, two City Club chefs and two Healesville chefs will battle for top honours. Last year’s champion 
Jason Camillo is now RACV Goldfields Resort Manager, so who will claim victory this year?

Along with our Mother’s Day events, keep an eye out for the exciting announcements of who will replace Gabriel Gaté 
at Healesville. Remember to tap in when entering Club properties and sign in any guests for a seamless experience. 
Thank you for your ongoing support, and we look forward to seeing you at the Club soon.

W E L C O M E

Treat mum to 
something special  
this Mother ’s Day.  

See page 8  
for detai ls .
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INVITE YOUR 
FAMILY & FRIENDS 

TO JOIN

*T&Cs apply. Offer valid from 1 – 30 April 2025. New Member receives 10% off the fi rst year of Club Membership. Payment completed 
(either full or the fi rst of 12 monthly instalments) and use the promo code PROMO1. Only eligible for new RACV Club member applications. 

12-month membership commitment from $1,069 per year. Discounts cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer

Use code PROMO1 before 30 April 2025.
Visit racv.com.au/join

https://www.racv.com.au/join
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T W I L I G H T  CA BA R E T:  M AG I C,  M U S I C  & 
M YSTI Q U E 

Step into a world where the elegance of The Great 
Gatsby meets the thrill of magic and allure of 
dance. Twilight Cabaret includes singer Lola Von 
Soul, a magic show, a roving magician, and photo 
opportunities with the dancers. Members and their 
guests are welcome to dress up and embrace the 
1920s’ theme. Ticket includes canapes, meal, bonne 
bouche, and all beverages.   

l Sat 28 Jun, 6pm-10pm, Level 17, City Club, 
$120pp. Book via link.

YO U R  C U E  FO R  1 0 0TH  A N N I V E R SA RY  

Join us to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the RACV Annual Snooker Tournament. This 
handicapped tournament welcomes players of all 
standards.  
 
Launch Night: Enjoy finger food and participate in 
the Lightning Tournament with prizes up for grabs. 
Note: Attendance at the Launch Night on 8 May is not 
required to be included in the main draw.

Main Tournament: Matches will be played at 
mutually agreed times from May to September. The 
finalists’ names will be etched on the Honour Board. 

l Launch Night, Thu 8 May, 6pm, Billiards Room, 
City Club Entry fee: $15 per player.

E XP E R I E N C E  &  E XP LO R E  G R E AT  A RT  

Join Charles and Leah Justin at the Justin Art House 
Museum (JAHM) for an exploration of contemporary 
art. Discover “Less is More Something is Nothing”, 
a serene exhibition on minimalism, and “Three 
Threads of Abstraction” featuring Jarrod Haberfield’s 
works on colour, form, and mark-making. Enjoy 
an intimate tour led by the collectors, followed by 
refreshments and discussions in their apartment. 
Whether you’re a returning visitor or a first timer, 
expect a thought-provoking journey through art, 
architecture, and ideas. Ticket includes a guided tour 
and refreshments. 

l Tue 13 May, 10am-11.30am, Justin Art House 
Museum, 3 Lumley Ct, Prahran, $30pp.  
Book via link.

C E L E B R ATE  R ACV ’ S  L E GACY  
AT  O U R  GA L A  D I N N E R 

Join us for an elegant evening of fine dining, live 
entertainment, and reflections as we honour RACV’s 
contribution to Victoria’s motoring and hospitality 
landscape since 1903. This special gala dinner 
also marks RACV Club’s 20th anniversary at 501 
Bourke St, where it relocated from Queen St in 2005. 
Let’s raise a glass to the past, present, and future! 
Ticket includes three-course meal and beverage 
package. Black tie optional.  

l Sat 28 Jun, 6pm-10pm, Level 17, City Club, 
$150pp, $1120 table of 8. Book via link.

FI N D OUT 
M O RE

Don’t miss your chance 
to attend these exclusive 
member events. Book via  
the What’s On page or  
scan the QR code.

D O N ’ T
M I S S

What’s on 
at the Club

https://www.racv.com.au/join
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz67d8b75d05217587/interface.html
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz67ad56a5a2348943/interface.html
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz678f19d52ca53336/interface.html
http://racv.com.au/club-whats-on


6  HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 2025

K E E P  T H E M
B U S Y 

Easter and school holidays coincide this 
year, making it an ideal time to come to 

the Club for family time.

C O V E R
S T O R Y

Please note that a 15% surcharge applies to 
all food and beverages on public holidays. We 

are accepting payments via non-cash methods 
only. Thank you for your understanding.
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If you’re looking for ways to entertain kids during 
the Easter school break, you’ll find lots of exciting 
activities at the Club. Grandparents and parents 

can embrace family traditions and create new ones, 
with special Easter feasts on offer. Book ahead, so you 
don’t miss out. 

E P I C  G A M E S  R O O M 

During the school holidays, families can enjoy some 
quality time together by exploring a variety of arcade 
games in the Tarrant Room.

Monday 7 April-Sunday 20 Apr, 8am-8pm, Tarrant 
Room, City Club. Free. No bookings required. 

M A D  S C I E N C E  S H O W 

Giant smoke vortices, levitating balls, flying toilet 
paper and more: the Mad Science Show makes science 
exciting. Suitable for prep to year-8 students with 
audience participation and snacks. 

Tue 15 Apr, 11am-noon, $20 x 1 child, $30 x 2 
children, Level 2, City Club 

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O O K I N G  C L A S S E S

Calling all budding chefs. Make tasty Easter treats, 
with expert guidance from Club chefs, and take your 
handmade goodies home to share with the family.

4-6 years, Mon 7 Apr, 10am-11am, 7-11 years, Tue 
8 Apr 10am-11am, 12+ years, Tue 8 Apr, 2pm-
3.30pm, City Club, $30 x 1 child, $50 x 2 children

T E N N I S  F O R  L I T T L E  L E G E N D S 

Fun, fitness, and skill-building! This beginner’s 
tennis program uses kid-sized racquets and low-
compression balls, making learning easy and 
enjoyable. Suitable for 5-10 years. 

Tue 15 Apr, 9.30am-10.30am, Tennis Courts, 
Healesville Country Club & Resort, $30 x 1 child, 
$50 x 2 children 

S L I M E  T I M E  W I T H  F I Z Z  K I D Z  

Squishy and oozy, making slime is a great way to 
stimulate learning. In this workshop, children make 
slime, colour-in, dance, and get a pot of slime to take 
home. Suitable 4-12 years.  

Wed 16 Apr, 11am-noon, $25 x 1 child, $35 x 2 
children, Level 2, City Club 

W E T  A N D  W I L D  A C T I V I T Y  

Aqua Fun with swim coach Jenny includes noodle 
races, ball games, and relay challenges. Expect 
teamwork and laughter. Suitable 8+ years.   

Wed 16 Apr, 2pm-3pm, Healesville pool, $20 x 1 
child, $25 x 2 children. 

J U N I O R  G O L F  T U I T I O N  

Young novices can build their confidence and learn 
the fundamentals of a great grip, stance, and swing 
with guidance from our golf pros. 

Thu 17 Apr, 6-10 years, 10am-11am, 11+years, 
11.30pm-12.30pm, Pro Shop, Healesville, $20 x 1 
child, $35 x 2 children.

E A S T E R  S U N D A Y  B U F F E T  
A T  B A N Y A L L A

A feast for the family, Banyalla’s Easter Sunday buffet 
includes classics, seafood, and the best Victorian 
produce. Adults can enjoy sparkling on arrival, while 
kids will get a surprise visit from the Easter Bunny.

Sun 20 Apr, noon-2pm, Banyalla, Healesville, 
$140 adults (18+), $125 teens (13-17yrs), $75 child 
(5-12yrs). 

E A S T E R  S U N D A Y  B U F F E T  O N  L E V E L  1 7

Celebrate Easter Sunday with a seafood buffet and 
carvery. Includes non-seafood options, selected 
drinks, entertainment, and an Easter Bunny visit.

Sun 20 Apr, noon-3pm, Level 17, City Club, $180 
adults, $130 teens (13-17yrs), $65 child (5-12yrs).

FI N D OUT 
M O RE

Book for these Easter and 
school holiday events  
via the What’s On page or 
scan the QR code.

Easter and  
school holidays

http://racv.com.au/club-whats-on
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Mother’s Day is a special occasion on the 
RACV Club calendar, offering Club members 
multiple ways to show appreciation to 

all those important women, be they mothers, 
grandmothers or motherly figures.

Whether you plan a quiet day of relaxation or an 
adventurous outing on Sunday 11 May, these ideas 
will help you create lasting memories. It might be 
something you do on Mother’s Day together or a gift 
that brings that special person joy in the future. 

W I N E  A N D  D I N E 

Treat your mother to a fancy lunch at City Club 
or Healesville Country Club & Resort. Enjoy a 
four-course menu in the Members Dining Room 
or at Banyalla. Along with a complimentary 
glass of champagne for adults, there will be live 
entertainment and a gift for mum at both venues.  
See the What’s On page for details. 

M O T H E R ’ S  D A Y  C A K E

Le Petit Gateau helps you celebrate Mother’s Day 
every year with a unique cake. This year’s design  
pays homage to the classic Mother’s Day flower  
- the chrysanthemum. To order for pick-up between 
5-9 May, email: orders@lepetitgateau.com.au, call 
03 9944 8893 or order in person at 458 Little Collins 
Street, $95 each. 

M U S I C A  E  C U C I N A  I T A L I A N  D I N N E R  

Start the weekend of celebrations with fine Italian 
food and wine. Enjoy a themed two-course dinner, 
beverages, and a tenor performance by Michael 
Petruccelli. 

Fri 9 May, 6.30pm-9.30pm, Level 17, City Club, 
$110pp, $825 table of 8. 

G I V E  H E R  A  B R E A K  W I T H  A  S P A  D A Y 

One Spa offers a variety of treatments that can be 
enjoyed with a gift voucher. This allows Mum to book 
the day and time that suits her best. She can choose 

from facials, massages, and full-body therapies that 
are designed to promote relaxation and rejuvenation. 
For enquiries, email city@onespa.racv.com.au or 
healesville@onespa.racv.com.au

M I D W E E K  J A Z Z  W I T H  R I C H A R D 
P A V L I D I S  T R I O 

Can’t catch up on Mother’s Day? Enjoy a mid-week 
outing, with share plates, cocktails, and a great 
choice of wines. Melbourne saxophonist Richard 
Pavlidis presents his latest music in a trio format. 

Wed 14 May, 6pm-8.30pm, Wine Bar, City Club. 
Free for Club members.

T E R R A R I U M S ,  M O S S  B A L L S  
A N D  3 D  P A I N T I N G 

Join the Club’s craft series for mother-child bonding. 
Attend the Terrarium Workshop on 18 May at 
Healesville, art of Kokedama (moss balls) on 1 June, 
or 3D painting with modelling paste and palette 
knives on 15 June at City Club. All workshops are 
beginner-friendly and fun. Choose one or do all 
three. See the What’s On page for details. 

PHOTO (PAGE 9): MATT HARVEY

Mother’s Day is on the horizon and it’s time to start planning 
thoughtful ways to make the day memorable.

E AT  & 
D R I N K

M A K E  H E R  D AY

FI N D OUT 
M O RE

Don’t miss your chance to 
celebrate Mother’s Day at the 
Club. Book via the What’s On 
page or scan the QR code.

What’s on 
at the Club

mailto:city%40onespa.racv.com.au?subject=
mailto:healesville%40onespa.racv.com.au?subject=
http://racv.com.au/club-whats-on
http://racv.com.au/club-whats-on
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H I G H  T E A 
A N Y O N E ? 

Treat Mum to a  
High Tea at Sojourn 
this Mother’s Day. 
Savour delicious scones 
and cakes, savoury 
sandwiches, and hot 
pastries. A glass of 
sparkling is included. 
Book via this link

https://booking.resdiary.com/widget/Standard/Sojourn/11000?promotionid=98322&date=2025-05-11
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*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability. Restrictions may apply – check with property directly for details. Not available in conjunction 
with any other offer unless otherwise stated. RACV Club Members receive up to 30% off, Access and Legacy Members receive up to 50% off the 
standard room only and bed & breakfast rates when booking direct. One room only can be booked per RACV Club membership. Guest must 
present current RACV Club membership and ID at check-in to confirm membership and receive this discount.

Relax and unwind on the 
Mornington Peninsula
Stay a while at our 5-star coastal resort

Prepare for the best at racv.com.au/capeschanck
Book online or call 03 5950 8000

Club Members save up to 
50% off* standard rates. 
Stay at RACV Cape Schanck Resort and enjoy: 
• Premium resort rooms, suites, or golf and ocean 

view villas
• Restaurants, café and lounge
•  18-hole, par-70 championship golf course
•  Luxury day spa – One Spa
• Heated swimming pool, spa and sauna
•  Gym, fitness centre and 3 tennis courts
•  Children’s playground, flying fox and jumping pillow

https://www.racv.com.au/capeschanck
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The Ultimate Tina & Tom Tribute 
Show was an energetic evening 
celebrating two legends of music, 

Tina Turner and Tom Jones. Held on 
Level 17 at City Club, members and 
guests filled the dance floor, making the 
most of the lively atmosphere.

The Young Professionals Group at 
RACV Club organises monthly 
catch-ups for members aged 18 

to 49 years. These events are a great 
opportunity for young professionals to 
network, socialise, and build connections 
within the Club community. Last month’s 
drinks were held at the City Club’s Wine 
Bar, providing a relaxed and enjoyable 
atmosphere for attendees.

The recent Beginners’ Bridge 
sessions at City Club were well 
attended. These sessions are 

designed for those who are new to the 
game and want to learn the basics in a 
friendly and supportive environment. 
The sessions are held on Wednesdays 
and include coaching to help 
participants improve their skills.

https://www.racv.com.au/capeschanck


12  HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 2025

T he recent game between 
the Hawks and Bombers 
was the perfect excuse to 

bring family and friends together 
for 80th birthday celebrations in 
the Club Suite at the MCG (right), 
while winners were grinners when 
Melbourne secured a victory over the 
GWS Giants in Round 1.

The Kylie Minogue concert in 
Melbourne was a spectacular 
event. Members and guests 

were in awe, with a fabulous view 
from the Club Suite at Rod Laver 
Arena. The concert was part of 
Kylie’s “Tension Tour 2025” and 
spanned three sold-out nights in 
February.
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S M O O T H  R U N  
T O  T O W N

P orter Kerrilyn Bloom knows how to bring a smile to 
people’s faces. She has been driving the free shuttle 
bus service between Healesville Country Club 

& Resort and the local town for nearly two years, and 
there’s always someone up for a chat. 

“I always ask them how long they’re staying with us and 
where they’re visiting from,” Kerrilyn says. 

“They start off with that, and then we’re pretty much 
talking all the way to town. And when I pick them up 
again, they pick up the conversation where we left off. 
I’ve met some wonderful people, from as far afield as 
Texas and Canada, and then I have regular Club members 
who I’ve come to know well.” 

She says Club members and their guests enjoy exploring 
Healesville, which “hasn’t lost its little spark of being a 
country town”.   

“Healesville has come such a long way over the years, and 
I think it’s a gorgeous little town,” Kerrilyn says. “People 
love wandering around the small boutiques and gift 
shops and going to the market on Saturdays.” 

In the afternoon, one popular destination for a tasting 
session is award-winning local distillery Four Pillars, the 
creative force behind RACV Club’s two premium gins, 
which were made exclusively for Club members. 

“For people who haven’t been to Four Pillars, it’s a must,” 
she says. “Their knowledge of distilling, botanicals and 
cocktails is amazing and the atmosphere is great. 

“The shuttle bus service means you don’t have to worry 
about driving and can enjoy the outing.” Club members 
can then return to the Country Club for a gin and tonic in 
the Members Lounge or Banyalla’s cocktail lounge. 

Along with her local knowledge, Kerrilyn is a trained 
florist and “horsey person” and finds herself talking to 
members and their guests about a broad range of topics. 

“My favourite thing about driving the bus is meeting 
all these different people,” she says. “Passengers talk to 
each other, and there’s always someone laughing by the 
end of the trip. Their conversations continue when they 
get back to the lobby, and that contributes to making 
Healesville Country Club & Resort a lovely place to stay.” 

l Healesville Country Club & Resort’s courtesy 
Shuttle Bus Service operates Thu-Sat, 10.30am-
5.30pm, leaving on the half hour every hour.

l During the Easter school holidays, the shuttle will 
run seven days a week, with transfers to Healesville 
Sanctuary. Saturday 5 April to Monday 21 April. 

Discover what makes Healesville Country Club & Resort’s  
complimentary shuttle service so special. 

WORDS: BLANCHE CLARK   PHOTO: MATT HARVEY



14  HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 2025

I n today’s fast-paced, competitive job market, young 
professionals are increasingly seeking ways to 
enhance their skills, expand their networks, and 

accelerate their careers. 

Club Events Coordinator Robert Chambers says an 
effective way to help achieve these goals is to join the 
Young Professionals Group at RACV Club.  

He says the group, which has been running for eight 
years, caters for individuals who are early to mid-career 
and typically under the age of 49.  

“By joining the Young Professionals Group, Club 
members get access to opportunities that enrich both 
their personal lives and careers,” Robert says. 

“There are social events throughout the year, and the 
new Club Networking Quarterly and Investors Luncheons 
reflect the keen interest many Club members have in 
business and career development.” 

Social events offer a way to connect in an informal and 
fun way, with the recent Young Professionals’ Winery 
Tour proving popular.  

The well-established Club Mentoring Program continues 
to foster professional connections, with experienced 
members from a vast array of industries paired with those 
who are early into their career or looking for a change.  

The March intake for the mentoring program was the 
Club’s largest on record, so keep an eye out for the mid-
year intake and upcoming alumni drinks. 

Here’s a taste of what’s on the horizon. 

C L U B  N E T W O R K I N G  Q U A R T E R L Y

Young professionals are reshaping global business with 
trends such as remote work and artificial intelligence 
(AI). Luke Stow, Managing Director of Alchemy 
Solutions, will lead a panel to discuss the challenges 
and opportunities. Ticket includes canapés, Q&A, and a 
welcome drink. Additional beverages at bar prices.  

Thu 10 Apr, 2.30pm- 4.30pm, Level 2, City Club, 
$25pp. Book via this link. 

I N V E S T O R S  L U N C H E O N :  K E R R Y  S T E V E N S O N 

Kerry Stevenson is a seasoned investor, host of the 
Making Money Matter podcast, and chairs Australia’s 
annual Gold Events. Get investing insights, ask 
questions, and meet fellow Club members over lunch. 

Fri 2 May, 10.30am-1pm, Level 2, City Club, $45pp. 
Book via this link. 

I N V E S T O R S  L U N C H E O N :  D A N I E L  R E A P E R 

Daniel Reaper, a founding partner of Grey Street 
Partners, and portfolio manager for the GSP Global 
Growth Fund, specialises in global equities, focusing 
on digital payments, cybersecurity, and cloud services. 
Ticket includes presentation, Q&A, and lunch. 

Fri 4 Jul, 10.30am-1pm, Level 2, City Club, $45pp. 
Book via this link.

B U S I N E S S  B U Z Z

W O R K 
S M A R T

Your Club membership is an entrée to new 
friendships and professional connections.

https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz67a561c7d5ae7753/interface.html
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz67be680559388627/interface.html
https://events.racv.com.au/pub/pubType/EO/pubID/zzzz67be694a9b220445/interface.html
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Wine Bar at City Club is a great place to learn about 
whisky. Setting the scene are the atmospheric whisky 
lockers, which Club members can hire to house their 

preferred spirit to enjoy during opening hours, with free mixers.  
 
There are also great whiskey events, such as the Michter’s 
Whiskey Experience last month, and upcoming Bushmills 
Masterclass on 1 May. 

Established in 1858, the elegant Dunedin Club in New Zealand 
is surrounded by manicured grounds and offers boutique 
accommodation. Dunedin boasts a rich Scottish and Maori 
heritage, and stunning Victorian and Edwardian architecture. 
Many restaurants and bars are housed within historic buildings. 
The best brunch spots are between Moray Place and The 
Octagon. The Otago Peninsula’s walking trails take 
you past sea lions and yellow-eyed penguins. 

RACV Club Members need to arrange a letter of 
introduction prior to visiting a Reciprocal Club. 
Details at racv.com.au/club or scan the QR code.

Reciprocal Club

W H I S K Y  O R 
W H I S K E Y ?

Bushmills is the world’s oldest licensed distillery and has 
been perfecting Irish whiskey since 1608. Guest speaker Loy 
Catada will guide members and guests through a lineup of 
aged whiskeys, from 10 to 30 years, alongside a four-course 
tasting menu designed to complement each pour.

For details about this event and other special dining 
events, visit the What’s On page.

Both spellings are correct, and you can enjoy both whiskey from the  
US and Ireland, and whisky from Scotland and Japan at the Club.

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-leisure/racv-club.html
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E S C A P E

U LT I M AT E
J A PA N 
Blossom trees, Mt Fuji, sushi and sumo 
wrestling. There’s nothing quite like a trip 
to Japan to experience unique culture, 
landscapes, food and attractions. 

Explore alleyways like 
this one with a view of 

Yasaka Tower in Kyoto. 
Image: Getty
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Japan is a unique country of contrasts, where the 
ultra-modern and extremely traditional often sit 
side-by-side. Ancient temples neighbour hip shopping 

districts. Traditional restaurants vie for your trade next 
to quirky arcades. High-speed bullet trains whizz you 
past centuries-old monuments. 

With so much to see and do, here’s what makes Japan a 
fascinating place to visit. 

J A P A N ’ S  A N C I E N T  H I S T O R Y   

As a country that is 15 million years old with evidence of 
early inhabitancy since 30,000 BC, Japan was officially 
founded by Emperor Jimmu in 660 BC. It is an island 
nation made up of nearly 7,000 islands, of which 430 are 
inhabited, making it the second-largest island country 
after Indonesia. 

Japan’s safety, low crime rates, and pristine 
environments, combined with UNESCO sites, make it a 
top travel destination. The country’s distinctive culture 
and history, from samurai warriors to modern neutrality, 
add to its allure. 

R I C H  C U L T U R E 

Japan’s rich culture offers visitors a variety of 
experiences. Temples and shrines are integral to 
understanding the country’s two main religions, 
Shinto and Buddhism. Must-visit temples include the 
stunning Kiyomizu-dera, the iconic Fushimi Inari in 
Kyoto, and Hokokuji Temple in Kamakura, surrounded 
by a bamboo forest. You can even experience Japanese 
spirituality by staying overnight in a temple or a 
traditional ryokan. 

A quintessential experience in Japan is participating in 
a tea ceremony. Sadō, or the “Way of Tea,” is a formal 
practice of drinking green tea that’s laden with rituals 
and mindfulness, offering deep insight into Japanese 
culture. 

N A T U R A L  B E A U T Y 

Japan’s natural beauty is equally captivating, with 
four distinct seasons. Spring brings cherry blossoms, 
transforming the landscape into a fairytale-like scene. 
Autumn paints national parks with vivid reds and 
oranges. Winter turns Japan into a skier’s paradise, 
particularly in regions like Hokkaido. Summer draws 
visitors to Okinawa’s white-sand beaches and crystal-
clear waters, perfect for snorkelling and scuba diving. 

For those who love the outdoors, Japan’s mountainous 
terrain offers excellent opportunities for hiking, biking, 

camping, and more. With 67 per cent of the country 
covered in forests, nature enthusiasts can explore places 
like the Sagano Bamboo Forest in Arashiyama and the 
eerie Aokigahara Forest. Of course, hiking Mt. Fuji is an 
iconic experience. 

F A B U L O U S  F O O D 

Food is another highlight of Japanese travel. Renowned 
for its seafood, Japan ranks second in global seafood 
consumption. Sushi, dating back 2,000 years, is 
ubiquitous, from convenience stores to top restaurants. 
While in Japan, try okonomiyaki, a savoury pancake dish, 
and don’t forget to challenge your taste buds with nattō, 
a fermented soybean dish. 

O N L Y  I N  J A P A N 

For something uniquely Japanese, watch a sumo 
wrestling match, enjoy a Noh drama performance, or race 
through Tokyo’s streets in a Mario Kart experience. For 
ultimate relaxation, experience a traditional onsen bath 
or visit Jigokudani, where you can see snow monkeys 
bathing in hot springs. 

FI N D OUT
M O RE

Travel experts from RACV Travel & Experiences 
are on hand at City Club every Wednesday until 
16 April, 9am-5pm, Level 1, to help Club members 
plan their next unforgettable holiday. 

RACV Club Members enjoy 
year-round savings on 
holiday packages, tours, 
cruises and more.  Contact 
our travel experts instore, 
online or call 03 8613 9600. 

Book a holiday  
that stays with you.

Visit Japan in spring to see Osaka Castle, the cherry 
blossoms and Mount Fuji. Image: Adobe Stock
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W H AT ’ S  O N
A P R I L
2 0 2 5

From book clubs to bridge, enjoy your favourite 
pastimes with Member Interest Groups

1
SOCIAL 8-BALL NIGHT
Tuesday 1 April, 6pm–9pm
Billiards Room, City Club 

2
MIDWEEK JAZZ: AFTER DARK
Wednesday 2 April, 7pm–9:30pm
Wine Bar, City Club

4
INVESTORS LUNCHEON: JUN BEI LIU
Friday 4 April, 10.30am-1.00pm
Level 2, City Club

7
AUTHOR TALK: READING AND WRITING 
BESTSELLING CRIME NOVELS
Monday 7 April, 5:45pm–8pm
Level 2, City Club

KIDS COOKING CLASSES
Monday 7 April, 10am-11.00am - Tinies 4-6 years 
Level 2, City Club

8
KIDS COOKING CLASSES
Tuesday 8 April,  
10am-11.30am - Tweens 7-11 years 
2pm-3.30pm - Teens 12+ years 
Level 2, City Club

STEEPED IN CONVERSATION
Tuesday 8 April, 11am-12pm
Gallery Lounge, City Club

9
EASTER WINE SALE
Wednesday 9 April, From 4pm-6pm or 7pm-9pm
Wine Cellar, City Club

10
EXPERIENCE & EXPLORE:  
SUNSET COCKTAILS AT ROBIN BOYD HOUSE
Thursday 10 April, 6pm-7:30pm
Robin Boyd House, 290 Walsh St, South Yarra, 3141

CLUB NETWORKING QUARTERLY:  
EMERGING GENERATIONS IN BUSINESS
Thursday 10 April, 2.30pm-4.30pm
Level 2, City Club

11
FILM GROUP: THE DAM BUSTERS (1955)
Friday 11 April, 11am-1pm
Theatrette, City Club

FOUR CHEF SHOWDOWN
Friday 11 April, 6:30pm-10pm
Level 17, City Club

15
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS – MAD SCIENCE SHOW
Tuesday 15 April, 11am–12pm 
Level 2, City Club

KIDS TENNIS
Tuesday 15 April, 9.30am-10.30am
Tennis Courts, Healesville Country Club & Resort

16
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS – FIZZ KIDZ
Wednesday 16 April, 11am–12pm
Level 2, City Club

AQUA FUN!
Wednesday 16 April, 2pm-3pm
Pool, Healesville Country Club & Resort

MIDWEEK JAZZ: MARGIE LOU DYER QUARTET
Wednesday 16 April, 6pm–8:30pm
Wine Bar, City Club

17
KIDS GOLF
Thursday 17 April, 10am-11am - 6-10 years,
11.30am-12.30pm - 11+ years
Pro Shop, Healesville Country Club & Resort

20
EASTER SUNDAY BUFFET - LEVEL 17
Sunday 20 April, 12pm-3pm
Level 17, City Club

EASTER SUNDAY BUFFET AT BANYALLA
Sunday 20 April, 12pm-3pm
Banyalla, Healesville Country Club & Resort

22
EXPERIENCE & EXPLORE:  
MELBOURNE ARCHITECTURE TOUR
Tuesday 22 April, 9:30am-12pm
Meet at the stage near the big screen at 
Federation Square

24
ELIZABETH TAYLOR’S JEWELS  
WITH ADRIAN DICKENS
Thursday 24 April, 10.30am-12pm
Level 2, City Club

30
MIDWEEK JAZZ: AFTER DARK
Wednesday 30 April, 7pm-9.30pm
Wine Bar, City Club
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EXCLUSIVE EVENTS 
WITH RACV CLUB
Our Club Suites at Marvel, MCG, and Rod Laver 
are gearing up for a busy 2025. 

Find out more
racv.com.au/premiumtickets

2 Cyndi Lauper

3 Collingwood vs Carlton

5 Richmond vs Brisbane

5 North Melbourne vs Sydney

18 North Melbourne vs Carlton

19 Melbourne vs Fremantle

19 Richmond vs Gold Coast

20 Western Bulldogs vs St Kilda

21 Geelong vs Hawthorn

24 Melbourne vs Richmond

25 Collingwood vs Essendon

26 St Kilda vs Brisbane

27 Carlton vs Geelong

27 Hawthorn vs West Coast

29-30 Hans Zimmer

A P R I L

https://racv.com.au/club-whats-on
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*Terms & conditions apply. Offers are subject to availability & prices subject to change. Advertised prices are per person twin share & include all advertised savings or upgrades. Flights 
not included unless stated otherwise. Prices correct as of 13 March 2025. Colours of Northern Japan: Advertised price based on selected October – November 2025 departures. Flights are 
departing Melbourne, economy class. Majestic Japan: Advertised price based on 18 June & 2 July 2025 departures. Japan Uncovered: Advertised price based on 12 & 25 October 2025 
departures and includes economy fl ights, departing Melbourne. Flight inclusive rates include airline fuel surcharge and taxes. New bookings only. See website for full details. 

Prepare for the best at racv.com.au/travel
Book a wide range of holidays and experiences at our RACV Club Travel Desk,
in-store, online or call 03 8613 9600. Located in Melbourne CBD and Geelong. 

Iconic Japan
holidays that
stay with you

Colours of Northern Japan 
• 13 nights accommodation including 

2 nights in a Japanese Style Ryokan, 
26 meals, airport transfers and cruise 
experiences with Bunnik Tours. 

• Highlights - Hirosaki Castle, Sapporo 
Olympic Museum, cruise Matsushima 
Bay and more.  

Club Member from

$11,396*
per person

Majestic Japan 
• 10 nights accommodation, 22 meals 

including daily breakfast and door-to-
door transfers with Luxury Gold. 

• Highlights – private sushi-making 
class, traditional Kyo-Kaiseki lunch
with a geisha performance, 

Club Member from

$12,821*
per person

SAVE UP TO $674*

Japan Uncovered 
• 12 nights accommodation, all meals, 

local transport and guided sightseeing 
with Wendy Wu Tours.  

• Partner Flies Free* or solo travellers save 
50%* on airfares.

• Highlights - Mt Fuji, Japanese Alps, 
sumo wrestling tournament and more. 

Club Member from

$13,186*
per person

FLIGHTS INCLUDED* + SAVE UP TO $694*FLIGHTS INCLUDED* + SAVE UP TO $599*

Mount Fuji, Japan

RACV Club Members save more

https://www.racv.com.au/travel-experiences.html

