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RACV AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SHARE TIPS ON AVOIDING NUMBER
PLATE THEFT

RACV and Neighbourhood Watch Victoria are encouraging motorists to take precautions to protect their

vehicles following a sharp rise in number plate theft.

In Victoria, 18,481 number plates were stolen over the 12-month period ending March 2024, a 23 per
cent increase on the 15,009 stolen in the previous year following the release of the |atest data from the

Victorian Crime Statistics Agency.

CEO of Neighbourhood Watch Victoria Bambi Gordon highlighted the importance of addressing the issue
and the wider implications of number plate theft.

“While having your number plate stolen may just seem like a low-level crime, the reality is it can have
very serious ramifications for motorists — including the potential involvement in identity theft and criminal

activities,” Ms Gordon said.

The Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce (VACC) reports that over 50 per cent of fuel theft and

various other crimes, involve stolen number plates.

The top three local Government areas across Victoria for number plate theft, according to Crime
Statistics Victoria, were Casey (1,351 number plate thefts), Greater Dandenong (1,127) and Hume (987).

“No matter where you live or how you use your vehicle, you can be susceptible,” says Ms Gordon.

“It's really important for everyone who owns a vehicle to take preventative measures to safeguard their

number plates.”

Neighbourhood Watch and RACV work together to deliver programs that make communities safer,

protected and more connected.

With the support of RACV and the Victorian Government, Neighbourhood Watch Victoria will be
presenting 30 Safe Plate Day events across metropolitan Melbourne through to June 30, 2024.

RACV and Neighbourhood Watch Victoria recommend the following tips to help prevent number plate
theft:

1. Use anti-theft screws: Install anti-theft screws on your number plates to deter thieves from easily

removing them.
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2. Park in well-lit areas: Whenever possible, park your vehicle in well-lit and populated areas to
reduce the risk of theft.

3. Utilise security cameras: If you have access to security cameras, position them to monitor your
vehicle and deter potential thieves.

4. Consider anti-theft devices: Explore the use of anti-theft devices such as locking plate frames or
security markings to add an extra layer of protection.

If your number plates are stolen, it's important to report the theft immediately to local police and
VicRoads. You should also notify your insurance company and roadside assistance of your new
registration details. For more information on how to prevent your number plates from being stolen, visit
the Neighbourhood Watch Victoria website.

-ENDS-

Further information

Since 1903, RACV has been one of Australia’s most trusted brands and is the largest member

organisation in Victoria.

RACYV is proud to provide exceptional experiences for our members and customers through a range of
products and services across motoring and mobility, home, energy and leisure. These include emergency
roadside assistance, motor insurance, home insurance, home trades and an increasing range of options
in the cleaner energy space, such as RACV Solar. We have 10 clubs and resorts across Australia and a

range of domestic and international holiday packages, tours and cruises from our trusted travel partners.

The information provided is general advice only. Before making any decisions please consider your own
circumstances and the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations. For copies, visit
racv.com.au. As distributor, RACV Insurance Services Pty Ltd AFS Licence No. 230039 receives commission for
each policy sold or renewed. Products issued by Insurance Manufacturers of Australia Pty Ltd ABN 93 004 208 084
AFS Licence No. 227678.

RACV Trades is a trading name of RACV's trade partner, Club Home Response Pty Ltd (Victorian registered
domestic building practitioner number CDB U 100178). All works are performed or arranged by Club Home
Response Pty Ltd. trading as RACV Trades.

Media enquiries

RACV Media
Phone: 0417 041 398

Email: media@racv.com.au
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